
You can feel Iguaçu Falls rumbling in 
your feet before you see it. Next you hear 
its thunder and feel the mist on your face. 
Finally you step to the edge of a gaping 
chasm and the ground drops away, revealing 
the most spectacular waterfall in South 
America. This is where Brazil’s mighty Iguaçu 
River, having gathered strength for more 
than 1,000 km, plunges over the edge of a 
gigantic, shattered slab of basalt rock – the 
remains of a prehistoric lava flow. Every 
second, 5,000 tons of water hurtles down 
into a mist-filled abyss, producing clouds 
of spray and rainbows everywhere. It’s easy 
to see why some people call it ‘Niagara on 
Viagra’.
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